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tT. The SED campaign to cleanse its ranks is directed esnecialiy at the © 
party organization in Berlin, Brendenburg. and Thuringia. ‘Tre 
Executive Committee of the Berlin unit met 13 ~- 14 August in Ea: 
Liebenwaide rather than in Berlin to discuss this question. Le cine 
ex-SPD members did not attend (Litke, Fechner). The main sddre:= 
by Matern was directed against “agents of Schumacher, KPO sembe «s 
(communist opposition), and other spies for the western Oy es" 
Welter Uibricht spoke at length, emphasizing the necessity of @ su. 
lute obedience to directives from Moscow even though they way a: 
times seem in opposition to Marxist principles. "The Marx-Leni: 
system often requires detours which are incomprehensible to som 
party officleals, At the present stage we must forego comniete 
exegesis of every new development in favor of speedy action. Tis 
(.5<S.R. with its various military, economic, and nolitical ead -s 
in Germany is not s foreign nation but the vanguard of the reve 
tionary colitical development. Meny unnorular measures were ne vesse. 
in the history of the U.S.S.R., and if it had been necessary to 
explain each measure the western class enemy would have had the “ime 
and opportunity to overthrow the U.S.S.R. Likewise, today is no “in 
for criticizing this or that measure of the SMA. On the contra :v 
1% is time to counterattack any criticisms that may arise erd t. 
point out that SMA measures, regardless of their effect on the 
German psople at the moment, will bring ultimate success, This: iss 
always been our answer to the bourgeois, but of late thers have bean 
certain ‘eager beavers®* in our own party who have claimeé chat (4A | 
pelicies in Germany are in opposition to the principles of Marx... 
Such criticism harms our party and paralyzes our members aud of ‘tela: 
The answer is to erect steadfast activist cadres to guarantee tie 
smooth functioning of the party. The U.S.5.R. is the sole foun latico: 
Yoe our work, without which Marxist goals can never be acnieved. 
any party offices have been misled by the bloc policy an@ Volk srat 
vropaganda into believing that the other parties have equel rigits. 
to a socialist party democracy means merely that its own plans ind 
decisions are binding in all blocs in which it participates." 


To meet the serious situation in Berlin a party committee was firmed 
nefore which every Berlin official down to Wohnbezirksleiter 
was to appear by 25 August. This committee consists exciusive iy 
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is uncer heavy fire from the varty newspaper Neues Deutschland. - 


At ncon on 14 August the editorial staff, at the instigation of 

Sepp Schwab, called for riots against the Berlin agistrat. “The 
Berlin Executive Committee met at two o'clock that afternoon and 
refused to take any action. The varty ‘ders reslized that they 
have no backing in the western sectors of Berlin. The Neues 
Deutschland then lodged an official accusation against the Berlin 
SED with the Central Secretariat. Cn Sunday 15 August the Berlin. 
orgenization replied by protesting to Wilhelm Pieck that the paper 
was interfering in party affairs. The Berlin SED argued that it 
could not take up she campaign against the Berlin Magistrat demanded 
by Sehwab without calling for new elections which would result 
inevitebly in a serious defeat for the SED. Ptleck refused to take 
any actions instead a committee consisting of Walter Ulbricht, Frai.z 
Dahlem, Max Fechner, Hermann Matern, and Karl Litke is to arbitrate 
the issue. 


4. At the nonthly meeting of the Thuringian Executive Committee, 
Ulbricht once again warned of traitors within the party. The 
Central Administration of the Interior has sent a four-man delegation 
to Yeimar to check nembership lists and all other available materi: 1. 
Many SED officials have been arrested. Four Kreis chairmen have 
been discharged. The SMA has labelled the Thuringian SED a "Tito 
organization", referring to attempts to continue economic relations 
with Hesse. 


non BR comment: In the official communique issued by the Thuringia: 
Executive Committee, there are several references to KPO groups 
within the party. In Rudolstadt and Arnstadt riots were permitted 
or even incited by SED functionaries. frfurt and Jena are cited as 
KPO strongholds, . 
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